space of three hundred and twelve paces. The whole
edifice was everywhere six stories high, reckoning the
cellars underground for one. The second was arched
after the fashion of a basket-handle. The rest were cieled
with pure wainscoat, flourished with Flanders fret-work,
in the form of the foot of a lamp ; and covered above with
fine slates, with an indorsement of lead, carrying the
antique figures of little puppets, and animals of all sorts,
notably well suited to one another, and gilt, together with
the gutters, which jetting without the walls, from betwixt
the cross bars in a diagonal figure, painted with gold and
azure, reached to the very ground, where they ended in
great conduit pipes, which carried all away unto the river
from under the house.
This same building was a hundred times more sump-
tuous and magnificent than ever was Bonnivet, Cham-
bourg, or Chantilly. For there were in it nine thousand,
three hundred, and two and thirty chambers; every one
whereof had a withdrawing room, a handsome closet, a
wardrobe, an oratory, and neat passage, leading into a
great and spacious hall* Between every tower, in the midst
of the said body of building, there was a pair of winding
stairs, whereof the steps were part of porphyry, part of
Numidian stone, and part of serpentine marble; each of
those steps being two and twenty feet in length, and three
fingers thick, and the just number of twelve betwixt every
rest or landing-place. In every resting-place were two fair
antique arches, where the light came in; and by those they
went into a cabinet (closet), made even with, and of the
breadth of the said winding, a re-ascending above the
roofs of the house ending conically in a pavillion. By that
vize, or winding, they entered on every side into a great
hall, and from the halls into the chambers. From the
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